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[^1]: This article is the first of a series which will form a system of Medical Jurisprudence, the want of which in our language, comprising an account of the English laws, is daily regretted by medical practitioners. The treatises we already possess, are too concise, to be of much real utility on the most important occasions, and are too imperfect, to merit the appellation of systems. In the construction of that here proposed, the writer will lay under contribution the best of those systems which have appeared in other nations, as well as all the most important dissertations which have been produced on several of its distinct branches. Abstracts of the laws of England will be given on every subject; and, when it seems advisable, those of other modern nations will be adduced; as well as such of those of different ages as may be interesting and useful. All the most important existing information will be collected, and so arranged as to furnish a clear exposition of the different relations of each subject, both in a medical and legal view; so that the physician may be well instructed respecting his own enquiries, and prepared to give his evidence in a court of justice with that precision which can only be effected by having had a previous knowledge of the laws regarding the subject on which he is to be examined. By avoiding all diffuse moral reflections, and such as must immediately occur to every person of common intelligence, it is expected that this object may be effected without intruding to a great extent on the pages of this Journal, or permitting a very considerable period to elapse before it is realized. The Criminal Code is here commenced; with those subjects relating more especially to Social Compacts merely, will follow: Political Hygiene will terminate the work.
